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Health & Safety Policy
Policy Statement
Rossendale Drum Majorettes (RDM) is committed to ensuring the health, safety, and wellbeing of all its members, volunteers, committee, and the public during any activities organised under the group’s name. This includes rehearsals, performances, fundraising events, and travel.
The aim of this policy is to provide a safe and supportive environment for everyone involved in RDM activities.

Our Responsibilities
RDM will:
· Provide safe premises for rehearsals and activities.
· Identify and manage risks through regular risk assessments.
· Maintain appropriate first aid provision at all events and practices.
· Provide clear emergency procedures for all venues and events.
· Ensure safe use and transport of equipment (e.g. glockenspiels, drums, banners).
· Promote good hygiene and cleanliness during all activities.
· Monitor weather conditions and venue safety before outdoor events.
· Appoint responsible individuals (committee/volunteers) to oversee safety at all times.
· Ensure all volunteers and committee members are aware of their responsibilities.

Volunteer and Committee Responsibilities
All volunteers, instructors, and committee members must:
· Take reasonable care of their own health and safety.
· Report any hazards, concerns, or incidents to the group leader or event organiser.
· Ensure equipment is stored, set up, and used safely.
· Follow RDM policies and procedures, including safeguarding and emergency protocols.
· Supervise children and young people appropriately during events and practices.
· Maintain order and good behaviour to avoid injury or accidents.

Parent and Guardian Responsibilities
Parents and guardians are expected to:
· Ensure their children arrive and are collected safely and promptly.
· Provide up-to-date emergency contact details and medical information.
· Support and follow safety guidelines issued by RDM.
· Supervise children when attending as spectators at events.

Member Responsibilities
All members must:
· Behave responsibly to ensure their own and others’ safety.
· Wear appropriate clothing and footwear for practices and events.
· Report any injuries or hazards to an adult/volunteer immediately.
· Treat equipment with care and use it properly.

First Aid and Medical
· A qualified first aider (committee or volunteer) will be present at all practices and events.
· A first aid kit will be available at all times.
· In the event of an accident, an incident form will be completed.
· For any medical emergency, appropriate emergency services will be contacted and parents/guardians informed as soon as possible.
· All first aiders will be listed in our Event Risk Assessment.

Risk Assessments
· RDM will complete general and event-specific risk assessments to ensure safety.
· These will cover venue access, weather, equipment, medical needs, crowd control, and emergency plans.
· Risk assessments will be reviewed regularly and updated when needed.

Fire and Emergency Procedures
· All venues used by RDM will have a clear evacuation procedure.
· Fire drills will be conducted at least once every three months during regular practice sessions to ensure all members, including children, know what to do in the event of a real emergency.
· Fire exits will be identified at the start of any indoor session.
· Volunteers will assist in any evacuation to ensure everyone leaves safely and calmly.

Accidents, Incidents, and Near Misses
· All incidents (even minor ones) must be reported to a committee member and recorded.
· Near misses will be noted and discussed to prevent future incidents.
· Incident records will be stored securely.

Review and Monitoring
This policy will be reviewed annually or following any significant incident. Updates will be shared with all volunteers, members, and parents/guardians.

Signed:
 On behalf of Rossendale Drum Majorettes Committee
 Date: __________________________
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