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Social Media & Online Safety Policy
Official RDM Social Media Accounts 
· All content posted on official RDM platforms (e.g. Facebook, Instagram, or group chat apps) must reflect the group’s values and be respectful, appropriate, and inclusive.
· Only designated committee members or trusted administrators may post on official RDM channels.
· Photos or videos of children will only be posted with signed parental consent.
· Any tagged or public content showing children in uniform must be approved in advance by the safeguarding lead or committee.

Personal Use of Social Media
· Volunteers, members, and parents should not post negative or harmful comments about RDM, its members, or its partners.
· Personal accounts must not be used to represent RDM without prior approval.
· Members and volunteers are discouraged from making public posts that could bring the group into disrepute.

Group Chats and Messaging Apps
· Any WhatsApp, Messenger, or other group chats including under-18s must be supervised by at least one committee member.
· Private messaging between adult volunteers and under-18s is not permitted, unless it is:
· Necessary for health/safety
· Parent/guardian is aware
· Logged and reported to the safeguarding lead

Photo & Video Consent
· A consent form must be signed annually by parents/carers of all under-18s for photos/videos to be used online or in promotional material.
· Members and parents have the right to withdraw consent at any time.
· No identifiable images of children will be used without written permission.

Online Bullying & Inappropriate Behaviour
· Any instance of cyberbullying or inappropriate online conduct involving RDM members will be taken seriously and investigated.
· The group’s Code of Conduct applies equally online as it does in person.
· Concerns or reports should be sent to the safeguarding officer or director immediately.

Safeguarding and Monitoring
· Committee members will regularly monitor group pages, chats, and tags to ensure safety and appropriate use.
· Breaches of this policy may lead to restricted access to social media channels or, in serious cases, removal from the group or referral to appropriate authorities.
Review
This policy will be reviewed annually or in response to any online incident involving RDM.
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