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Rossendale Drum Majorettes
Transport Policy
Policy Statement
Rossendale Drum Majorettes (RDM) is committed to ensuring the safety and welfare of all members, particularly children and vulnerable adults, when travelling to and from group activities. This policy outlines the responsibilities and expectations for safe, supervised, and appropriate travel arrangements.

Purpose of the Policy
· To protect the safety of children, vulnerable adults, and volunteers during travel.
· To clarify who is responsible for transport arrangements.
· To ensure all travel practices meet safeguarding standards.

Parent and Guardian Responsibilities
· Transport to and from practices, events, and parades is the responsibility of the parent or guardian.
· Parents/guardians must ensure that children arrive and are collected safely and on time.
· If a child is being collected by someone other than a parent/guardian, the group must be informed in advance.
· Members under 18 will not be left unsupervised or allowed to walk home alone unless written permission is provided by a parent or guardian.

Use of Volunteer or Committee Vehicles
In some cases (e.g. travel to events or competitions), committee members or volunteers may offer lifts to members. In these cases:
· The arrangement must be agreed in advance by the parent/guardian.
· All volunteer drivers must hold a full driving licence and have adequate vehicle insurance.
· Vehicles must be roadworthy, taxed, and have a valid MOT (if applicable).
· Where possible, more than one adult should be present in the vehicle, especially when transporting a child or vulnerable adult.
· If transporting children, seat belts must be worn at all times, and the driver must ensure proper car seats or boosters are used if required by law.

Minibuses and Group Transport (if applicable)
If RDM hires a minibus or coach for travel:
· The company used must be appropriately licensed, insured, and DBS-checked (if supervising children).
· A senior committee member will be responsible for ensuring headcounts, supervision, and emergency procedures during transport.
· Parents/guardians will be informed of departure/arrival times, emergency contacts, and return arrangements.

Safeguarding Considerations
· Children and vulnerable adults must never travel alone with a single adult unless it is their parent/guardian or in an emergency with prior approval.
· Volunteers must never give lifts without consent from both the Director and the child’s parent or carer.
· All drivers must adhere to RDM’s Safeguarding Policy at all times.
· Any concerns regarding transport arrangements must be reported to the Safeguarding Lead immediately.

Accidents and Incidents
· In the event of a transport-related accident or breakdown, the safety and welfare of members will be prioritised.
· Parents/guardians will be contacted as soon as possible.
· An incident report will be completed and reviewed by the committee.

Review
This policy will be reviewed annually or after any transport-related incident.

Version Control
	Version
	Author/Reviewer
	Date
	Comments

	RDM_P022
	Emma Mainwaring
	July 2025
	Initial Draft

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



This policy will be reviewed on an annual basis as a minimum.
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